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In July 2006, 24 units of Runde reefs were exposed on the sea bed near 
Hammerfest city, Finnmark, northern Norway. 12 units were placed at 
Slettnes, ca 10 m dept, and 12 units at Fagervik, 18-20 m depth. Both sites 
are former kelp forest sites which are turned to barren grounds by grazing 
of high densities of sea urchins. The reefs were placed on gravel/stone 
bottom, just outside the rocky bottom where kelp previously and now sea 
urchins dominates.  
 
Already one day after placement at the bottom, each of the reefs at 
Fagervik (18-20 m depth) had attracted juvenile cod fish (probably newly 
settled seith), about 200 fish specimens per reef unit. During the first 
autumn all the reefs (at both Fagervik and Slettenes) were fouled by a thin 
layer of green algae on the top, and by calcareous tube worms at the 
bottom. During the spring 2007 a settlement of larger brown algae started, 
and during the summer 2007 the reefs were heavily overgrown by the algae 
Desmarestia and also a lot of sugar kelps, particularly the reefs at de most 
shallow site, Slettnes.  
 
Also the summer and autumn 2007, small fish were attracted to the reefs, 
and they were probably used as shelter, earlier provided by the kelp forest. 
Also larger fish of different species were observed. The reefs were more or 
less cleared for algae during the winter 2007/2008, but new settlement and 
growth of algae started in spring. During summer and autumn the reefs 
were heavily overgrown with kelp, mainly suger kelp, but also by other 
kelps and brown algae. Small seith used the reefs as shelter, and larger fish 
were observed.  
 
The observations at the reefs have not been frequent and are thus few up to 
2008. However, the reefs have been overgrown by algae and a number of 
sessile and mobile invertebrates have settled and colonized the reefs. Also 
fish are attracted, and the reefs forms rich “oasis” in an environment 
dominated by sea urchins.  
 
The reefs will be more frequent studied from 2008. Then they are 
investigated as a part of a project funded by The Research Council of 
Norway.  
 


